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October 13, 2020 
 
Parents, 
 
I hope this correspondence finds your family healthy and well.  Thank you for your continued patience 
and support as the District has worked and planned to implement a return to in-person instruction.  
Yesterday evening, our Board of Education resolved to return students who have elected in-person 
instruction under a phased in plan.  As shared in August, families who elected online instruction for their 
students for the first semester will remain learning remotely.  Consistent with the parameters outlined 
in the “Return to Learn” legislation, the District has worked to return elementary programming and our 
center based Burger Program for Students with Autism.   
 
There are several components to the phased in plan and specifics are detailed below: 
 
Monday, November 9: 

 
• Burger Program for Students with Autism (Including Act 18-ASD Classrooms at Lathers, 

Memorial, Douglas and Farmington) – students electing in-person instruction will 
return in full Monday through Thursday, with a virtual instruction day every Friday that 
includes a schedule for a continued Early Release Day; 
 

• Lathers PreK-K and Memorial 1-2 Special Education Self-Contained  – students electing 
in-person instruction will return in full Monday through Thursday, with a virtual 
instruction day every Friday that includes a schedule for a continued Early Release Day; 

 
• Lathers GSRP and ECDD Classrooms – students electing in-person instruction will return 

in full Monday through Thursday, following the typical GSRP and ECDD schedules of 
Monday - Thursday; 

 
• Lathers Kindergarten and Memorial First and Second Grade Classrooms - students 

electing in-person instruction will return on a hybrid schedule, with class rosters divided 
into a Blue Cohort and an Orange Cohort.  Blue Cohorts will attend on Mondays and 
Wednesdays and Orange Cohorts will attend on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Asynchronous 
days will occur for each cohort on those days when they are not participating with in-
person instruction.  All students will participate in virtual instruction every Friday with 
an Early Release Day schedule. 
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Monday, November 16: 
 

• Douglas 3 - 4 and Farmington 5 - 6 Special Education Self-Contained - students electing 
in-person instruction will return in full Monday through Thursday, with a virtual 
instruction day every Friday that includes a schedule for a continued Early Release Day; 
 

• Douglas 3 - 4 and Farmington 5 - 6 Grade Level Classrooms - students electing in-
person instruction will return on a hybrid schedule, with class rosters divided into a Blue 
Cohort and an Orange Cohort.  Blue Cohorts will attend on Mondays and Wednesdays 
and Orange Cohorts will attend on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Asynchronous days will 
occur for each cohort on those days when they are not participating with in-person 
instruction.  All students will participate in virtual instruction every Friday with an Early 
Release Day schedule. 

The District’s secondary programs at Garden City Middle School, Garden City High School and Cambridge 
will continue with online instruction through first semester.  As details of the secondary return plan are 
finalized an update will be provided.        

The District will provide an opportunity for students who elected the online option an opportunity to 
return to in-person at the start of the second semester on February 1, 2021.  An online option will 
remain in place for the remainder of the school year. 

As shared in August, due to the complexity of staffing and scheduling both an online and in-person 
program, your student may experience a change in teacher as the District transitions to in-person 
instruction.  We recognize and empathize with this concern, but it comes as a necessity as we have 
worked diligently to honor the elected choice of in-person or online instruction. 

As additional information is finalized regarding Transportation and Blue and Orange Cohorts, 
notifications will go out.  A revised and updated FAQs document will also be forthcoming. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Derek Fisher 

 

 

 


